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Raising capital has become a challenge today 
as uncertainty persists in global economy. 
Struggling credit markets, slipping stocks, and 
sliding dollars are posing threat to the policy 

makers. Organizations should identify areas where they can 
retain a competitive advantage as they weigh tough balance 
sheet choices. Discovering essential financial instruments vital 
for capital markets has become imperative. Top priorities in 
risk management include aggregation of risk across the trade 
lifecycle, investment in analytics, and strengthening an ethical, 
risk-minded culture. Organizations should be redesigning 
their technology architecture by embracing modernization, 
simplification, and automation. Modern technologies make it 
possible for firms to stay competitive and capitalize on an array 
of opportunities. Whether it is complex analytical algorithms to 
predict future movements and perform valuations of complex 
products or connectivity to exchanges, technology has been at 
the forefront of capital markets development.

One such major advanced technology platform is the 
cloud. Instead of hosting hundreds of servers, it is possible to 

effectively pool all or a substantial part of hardware from 
the same location through the cloud. Apart from cloud-based 
software solutions, capital markets technology includes trading 
analytics, valuation, data management and analysis, regulatory 
compliance and risk management solutions for structured 
finance. But, there is an increasing need for companies to 
shift to a higher gear—or perhaps even accelerate faster and 
embrace these new technologies which can lead to better 
financial results. 

To help CCOs, CIOs, and CEOs find the right capital 
markets technology and provider for their enterprises, our 
selection panel has evaluated hundreds of capital markets 
technology providers that own innovative technologies in this 
space.

In our selection, we looked at the vendor’s capability to 
fulfill the burning need of cost-effective and flexible solutions 
to tackle complex capital markets challenges. We present to you 
CIO Review’s 20 Most Promising Capital Markets Technology 
Solution Providers, 2015.
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An annual listing of 20 companies that are in the forefront of providing
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With financial firms 
pursuing Big Data 
initiatives, the focus on 

effective application architecture that 
would support ingesting streams of 
data has increased, while enabling 
both traditional and real-time 
analytics. Data aggregation is critical 
for facilitating risk management 
initiatives, transparency, having 
an end-to-end view, and enhanced 
analytics. Financial institutions are 
also struggling with challenges around 
shortening of settlement timeframes 
and alterations happening in the cost 
profile of post-trade servicing. 
These changes and obstacles 
have caused many firms to slow 
down in their journey; but for the 
clients of GBST it is a bump free 
road. “GBST provide software 
and solutions to the financial 
services industry, specializing in 
capital markets, securities processing 
and wealth administration that helps 
them to streamline their business 
operations and drive value out of 
them,” delineates Justin O’Sullivan, 
Head of Technology at GBST. GBST’s 
platforms already support shortened 
settlement cycles for clients in various 
markets, on a single instance of their 
Syn~ platform.

The solutions of GBST are 
designed specifically to meet the 
needs of regulated marketplaces 
to which organizations must 
conform. Syn~ is a process 
platform with strong inbuilt support 
for workf low and rules processing. 
Syn~ has expertise in modeling the 
business objects and defining their 
life cycle and has a strong integration 
capability that enhances 
its adaptability 
in different 

systems.
GBST has proven experience 

in providing secure networks for 
financial institutions around the world. 
“We were the first vendor in Australia 
to provide real-time cash messaging 
between brokers and banks,” claims 
Justin. Building on this expertise, 
the company has extended their reach 
into other spaces such 

a s 
Standard Settlement Instruction (SSI) 

enrichment and Omgeo 
Direct interfacing 

to automate 
p r e -

s e t t l e m e n t 
processing. 
W i t h 
shor tening 
set tlement 
c y c l e s , 

G B S T 
sees an 

opp or t u n i t y 
to facilitate 

i m p r o v e d 

same-day affirmation rates and their 
investment in FIX, SWIFT, and 
Omgeo connectivity is testament to 
this.

Many firms in the capital markets 
industry in Australia, Asia, Europe 
and now the U.S. have implemented 
and leveraged GBST solutions 
for their back and middle office 
processing. For instance, Raymond 
James Financial, a leading diversified 
holding company, wanted to augment 
their efficiency by minimizing the 
need for manual intervention in their 
middle office processes. Moreover, 
the client wanted to overcome the 
challenges associated with the 
‘home grown’ legacy systems to 
meet pace with today’s quickly 
evolving technology. GBST 
implemented its post-trade 
platform, replacing a number of 

legacy systems and manual tasks for 
middle office processing in Raymond 
James’s institutional business. It 
enabled Raymond James to build 
a new pre-settlement platform that 
automates the trade cycle, while also 
making it easier to manage business 
and regulatory changes. 

GBST expanded into the U.S. in 
2014, and is also seeing strong growth 
in Asia where markets are adopting 
the ISO20022 messaging standard as 
the Depository Trust and Clearing 
Corporation has done for corporate 
actions. “Our plans are to expand 
market and asset class support to offer 
our clients with the ability to process 
their businesses as efficiently as 
possible.  We already have a number 
of clients using a single instance of 
the Syn~ platform to process multiple 
markets in their middle and back 
office—this is where real efficiencies 

can be seen,” concludes Justin. 
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